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Marching band
director leaving
for new position
Assistant to run program until
replacement is hired by 2015
Amanda Coyne

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Three years ago, when Rebecca Phillips
took the helm of the Mighty Sound of the
Southeast, the band’s sound wasn’t all that
mighty.
“It wasn’t as disciplined a band, and that
showed in our performance,” said Chase
Harding, now one of the band’s drum majors
and a fourth-year music student. “We got
shown up by Furman at a home game.”
The band had 248 members and rotated
a few different halftime performances
t h roughout t he sea son. It lef t m a ny
students and fans unimpressed and “paled
in comparison with the best bands in the
SEC,” according to Scott Weiss, director of
bands.
After the 2010 football season, Weiss
decided the marching band needed a change
in leadership and hired Phillips, who had
already been at USC for four years as
associate director of bands. In her new role,
Phillips saw an opportunity.
“We’ve always had great students here. ...
They were just looking for some guidance
and some leadership so we could have a band
the university could take pride in,” Phillips
said.
Three years later, the university found
that pride. Gamecock fans cheer along with
the band during pre-game performances
and stay in their seats to watch elaborate
halftime shows set to recognizable song
medleys. The band itself has grown by
nearly 100 members, due largely to improved
retention, Phillips said. The band’s culture
has shifted from “unprofessional” to one
of high expectations and self-motivation,
according to Harding.
Now, af ter t hree years of prog ress,
Phillips will leave the Mighty Sound of
the Southeast and USC to become director
of bands at Colorado State University in
Fort Collins, Colo. Jayme Taylor, assistant
director of bands, will serve in her place
while USC conducts a nationwide search
for her replacement, who should be named
before the 2015 football season.
Phillips will step away from marching
band in her new role. She will oversee
all of Colorado State’s bands, leading
the university’s most elite ensembles and
teaching u nderg raduate and g raduate
Jeffrey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Gamecock Jesus cheers on the Gamecocks at one of the many sporting events he attends throughout the year.

Carlton Thompson
loves his reputation
Sarah Thomas

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

If you’ve ever been to a basketball,
baseball or volleyball game, you’ve
probably seen a man with long hair
and a beard, running around and
getting the student section pumped
up. Around USC, he is known as

Gamecock Jesus or Baseline Jesus.
H is real na me is Carlton
Thompson, and he is crazy about
Gamecock athletics.
T h o m p s o n s a id h e i s r e a l l y
passionate about get t i ng t he
crowd excited at sporting events
and believes that students have the
ability to have a positive effect on
the outcomes of games.
“The fans can make a difference,”
he sa id. “I l i ke to get t he fa ns

involved in the game because they
can help them actually win. They
always feed off the crowd, the fans,
and especially the student section.”
He said that’s what motivates him
to keep coming back.
“Believe t hat you can come to
t he games and create a winning
env i ron ment a nd a home cou r t
advantage and act ually help t he
teams win,” he said. “I’ve seen it

Coke brings
smiles, free swag
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Fans to send off women’s team

Hannah Cleaveland / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The public is encouraged to send off the women’s team at 5 p.m. today.

Before t he Sout h Ca rol i na women’s
basketball team embarks on their trip to
Seattle for the first round of the NCA A
t o u r n a m e n t , C o c k y, t h e G a m e c o c k
cheerleaders and the band will send them off
from the entrance of the Carolina Coliseum.
The team is scheduled to leave from the
Elephant Room of the Carolina Coliseum on
Park Street at 5 p.m. today.
South Carolina will take on California
State Northridge on Sunday in the first round
of the Stanford Regional.
— Compiled by David Roberts, Assistant
Sports Editor

Hannah Cleaveland / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Students lined up Thursday in the Russell House
to try their luck with the Coca-Cola Happiness
Machine. By pushing a button, they got everything
from jump ropes and Under Armor merchandise
— and Coke, of course.
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Last of Riverbanks Zoo’s
original flamingos dies
The last of Riverbanks Zoo’s original group of
flamingos died on Thursday, a month before the
zoo’s 40th anniversary, The State reported.
The Caribbean flamingo arrived in 1973 and lived
past the average life expectancy of 33 years. She
wasn’t named since flamingos do not stand apart
from the crowd, and she hatched her last chick in
2009.
Satch Krantz, the zoo’s chief executive, said that it
is always difficult to lose an animal, “especially one
that has been with us since day one.”
On the zoo’s 30th anniversary in April 2004,
five original animals were still alive, including two
flamingos, a siamang named Solo, a hippopotamus
named Montgomery and a sloth named Phil.
—Sarah Martin, Assistant News Editor

Emma’s Law approved
by House subcommittee

New Columbia police
chief to be announced

A bill that aims to reduce DUI deaths and crashes
was approved by an state House subcommittee on
Thursday, The State reported.
The bill, known as Emma’s Law, would require
people convicted of drunken driving to use an
“ignition interlock” after their first offense. The
devices prevent drivers from using a vehicle after
drinking.
State Sen. Joel Lourie, D-Richland, a supporter
of the bill, said its passage through the five-member
subcommittee was the bill’s “biggest obstacle.” Now,
after having been held in the subcommittee for a
year without a hearing, Emma’s Law will head to the
Judiciary Committee.
The hearing on Thursday saw an overf low of
doctors, DUI victims, public safety officials and
activists who all support the passage of Emma’s Law.
—Sarah Martin, Assistant News Editor

City Manager Teresa Wilson is expected to name
William “Skip” Holbrook the new chief of the
Columbia Police Department today, The State
reported.
Holbrook has been the chief of the Huntington,
W.Va., Pol ice Depa r t ment si nce 20 07. H is
resignation was made public Thursday afternoon,
when the mayor there announced that he had
accepted a job in Columbia.
Holbrook was one of five finalists for the position
who were chosen from a pool of 49 applicants. He
was interviewed for three days and met with City
Council members and police officers.
Holbrook would be the ninth person to lead the
Columbia Police Department in seven years. Since
Randy Scott’s resignation in April 2013, interim and
acting chiefs have managed the department.
—Sarah Martin, Assistant News Editor

Creed Week kicks off Sunday
Themed activities, seminars
planned for each day of the week
Hannah Richardson

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Throughout next week, USC students and
faculty will have the opportunity to learn more
about the code of conducts designed to establish
and defi ne integrity at USC.
Creed and Diversity Week, sponsored by the
Carolina Judicial Council, Student Government,
the Off ice of Multicultural Student A ffairs
and Residence Hall Association, is made up of
different events that they hope will encourage
students to learn to love those guidelines.
“This whole week is celebrating the Carolinian
Creed,” said Becca Maietta, who chairs the
Carolina Judicial Council’s public relations
committee. “Every day is celebrating a different
tenet of the creed.”
The week will begin Sunday with the Tunnel
of Awareness, an annual exhibit that informs
students of social justice issues, and the Office
of Substance Abuse Prevention and Education’s
Good Choice Challenge.
Each of the following days is themed, with
Monday designated as “leadership day.” A kick-

off carnival will be held on Greene Street from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
On Tuesday, or “acceptance day,” BGLSA
and Carolina Productions will host Birdcage,
an annual drag show, in t he Russell House
Ballroom.
On Wednesday, or “compassion day,” is when
the Creed Carnival and Hero Awards banquet
will be held.
“The values that are instilled in students by
the creed help us make a better community at
Carolina,” Maietta said.
A dialogue in the Preston seminar room will
take place at 7 p.m. on “Integrity Thursday,”
and CreedX Talks on “Respect Friday” will
allow students to talk about the tenets of the
creed. With a format like the famous TED
c on ferenc e , C reed X w i l l b e at t ended b y
Mayor Steve Benjamin and First Lady Patricia
Moore-Pastides.
Other events will take place until March 31,
when Carolina Creed and Diversity Week will
officially end.
“I think it is important that students recognize
what the creed is and recognize that is not some
sort of abstract idea but something that helps
you live life like a good person,” Maietta said.

BY THE TIME
TODAY’S PAPER
BECOMES
YESTERDAY’S NEWS,
YOUR DONATIONS
WILL HAVE HELPED
CREATE NEW JOBS.

DONATE STUFF.
CREATE JOBS.
TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER,
GO TO GOODWILL.ORG
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students.
She said she has
faith in Taylor and the
M ight y Sou nd of t he
Southeast to keep up the
standard of excellence
she has held them to for
the past three years.
“ T h i s b a nd i s not
Rebecca Phillips. It’s
t h e s t u d e nt s o f t h e
Un i ver s it y of S out h
Carolina,” Phillips said.
“They are st il l here,
and they will still drive
this band to be one of
the best bands, if not the
best band, in the SEC.”
The transition from
Phillips to Taylor will
be smoot h for t he
marching band, as the
two have always “been
on the exact same page,”
accord i ng to Taylor,
who was named assistant
director of bands at the
same time Phillips was
appointed director of
athletic bands.
B u t f o r Ta y l o r ,
working without Phillips
will be a big change.

“She’s been a great
f r ie n d , a w o n d e r f u l
colleag ue and a great
mentor. She’s just so
wonderful,” Taylor said.
“ It ’s goi ng to b e a n
adjustment for me not to
have her there.”
For Taylor and the 345
members of the Mighty
Sound of the Southeast,
Phillips leaves behind
a n i mpor t a nt legac y.
T he s t udent s i n t he
band and in the stands
are proud of what
they see on gamedays;
Harding credits Phillips’
discipline for that.
“ She’s c re at e d
something that we can
all really take pride in,”
Harding said. “She has
t hat ver y dema nd i ng
nature, but it’s the kind
of demanding where you
want to do everything
you can to be perfect,
and when you attain it,
it instills a sense of pride
in you.”
A s Ph i l l ips pack s
up a nd heads for t he
Rocky Mountains, those
involved with the band
a nd USC’s School of
Music are certain the
group will continue to
grow in size and skill.
“Dr. Phillips leaves the
band much better than
she found it,” Weiss said.
“The ship is pointed in
the right direction, and
there is no doubt that we
will be able to continue
to build upon the band’s
success in the future.”
DG
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done hu ndreds of
times. The main thing
is you’ve to believe that
you can do it.”
T h o m p s o n’s l o v e
for t he G a mecock s
began at age 15 when
he we nt t o op e n i n g
n i g h t f o r t h e 19 6 8
basketball season at the
C a rol i n a C ol i s e u m .
Fr a n k Mc Gu i re wa s
t he coach, a nd af ter
h i s b r ot her c a mp e d
out for two days to get
tickets, Thompson had
the chance to sit in the
second row. Ever since
t hen, he’s been a big
fan of the Gamecocks.
Thompson went on
t o at t e n d U S C a n d
graduate in the class of
1982 with a degree in
nursing.
Gamecock Jesus — a
reputation Thompson
loves — has been
around for more
than 30 years and has
seen t he G amecock s

through both exciting
and sad times.
A nd now, he fondly
remembers v ic tor ies
o v e r b i g o p p o ne nt s
such as Kentucky and
Tennessee.
His favorite moment
happened this season
w h e n t h e w o m e n ’s
basketball team won
the SEC championship,
which was the women’s
basketball team’s first
championship.
“We really need to
get behind the women’s
basketball team
b e c au s e t he y r e a l l y
have a cha nce to go
all the way this year,”
Thompson said.
Thompson also
predicts big things for
t he vol leyba l l tea m,
which he believes has
the potential to become
great on t he heels of
excellent recruitment.
“I really love
volleyball, and I predict
t hat w it h i n t he nex t

couple of years, we’re
going to have one
of the best volleyball
teams in the country,”
he said.
T homp son t r avel s
to a lot of away games
as well, and he always
makes t he t rip to
Clemson. He’s traveled
as far as Omaha, Neb.,
and San Francisco to
s e e S o u t h C a r ol i n a
teams play.
T hompson sa id he
has a lot of faith in the
coaching and athletics
staffs.
“We’ve probably got
the best coaches in the
whole cou nt r y r ight
here at Carolina,” he
said. “We’re lead by the
best athletic director,
R a y Ta n n e r . H e
believes, and everybody
believes in him. Dawn
Staley is t he best
a nd mo s t de c or at e d
basketball player and
coach in America.”
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Politics should not manipulate curriculum
ISSUE
The state House is up in arms
over gay-themed books.
OUR STANCE
They’re jeopardizing the
value of higher education.
The purpose of higher
education can be distilled into
two central facets: Developing
a more complete knowledge of
the world and principles that
surround us, and reinforcing
t he t y pe of crit ical t hink ing
that separates the followers and
leaders of our civilization.
In spite of this, state House
members recent ly rescinded
$70,000 in funding from two
public schools — College of
Charleston and USC Upstate —
for assigning gay-themed books.
This is a shining example of
the kind of poor leadership that
bogs down societal progress.
The House’s decision is not
about money; it’s about sending
a message.
P u n i sh i ng a col lege over
material that politicians deem
inappropriate has a ch illing

effect that could sway professors
the next time they’re planning
t hei r cou rsework . We don’t
need faculty and administrators
to second-guess their decisions.
We n e e d c o l l e g e s a n d
u n iversit ies t hat are w illing
and unafraid to challenge their
students.
But if we’re going to punish
colleges for teaching material
that some consider controversial,
think of all the programs and
classes that would need to be
cut: religious studies, political
science, economics, women’s
a nd gender st ud ie s , a mong
ot hers. To st r ip t h is st ate’s
higher education of its freedom
to teach students using material
that some might disagree with
is to strip it of the hallmarks of
education itself and endangers
programs and courses across all
disciplines.
If censor i ng pr i nciples
and t heories t hat clash w it h
legislators’ personal beliefs is the
new reality of public funding,
why bother going to college at
all? Challenging the status quo
is how most breakthroughs are

made.
W h at p r of e s s or w a nt s t o
move to a state where she can’t
work and teach unencumbered
by politics? What student wants
to attend a university where his
beliefs and his understanding
of t he world w i l l si mply be
reinforced? And what company
wants to relocate to a state that
doesn’t support its colleges — a
state apparently unwilling to
fully embrace its burgeoning
knowledge economy?
U l t i m a t e l y, t h e r e i s n o
r e a s o n able e x pl a n at io n f o r
actions like this, and we expect
better from our public officials.
It’s socially intolerant, and it’s
a detriment to our education
system.
Our leaders can still right this
wrong: The state Senate still has
a chance to reject the House’s
short-sighted decision.
The damage of t he House
vote’s chilling effect will take
longer to undo. But we expect
the Senate to do what it can to
start fi xing it.

Americans should value 1st amendment
During spring break, I took the
opportunity to visit one of the most
historic and political destinations
in the U.S. I bypassed the alluring
Florida sunshine in favor of a
cultural stay in Washington.
As a history student, walking
around such a legendary place
brought some of my favorite parts
of the past to life, landmark by
stunning landmark.
Much to my surprise, the place I
visited that moved me the most was
not the Lincoln Memorial or the
White House, but a gargantuan,
seven-level interactive museum on
Pennsylvania Avenue.
W hat can only be described
as the ultimate mothership of
news and journalism history, the
Newseum reminded me of all the
reasons why I want to pursue a
career in journalism. It educated
me and tested me, and I left after
five hours — feeling exhausted but
totally inspired.
The museum is home to real
sections of the Berlin Wall and
evocative remains of the World
Trade Center. It has an open terrace
with stunning, unobstructed views
of the Capitol building, and a 4-D
theater that takes audiences on
a journey through some of the
most groundbreaking investigative
report ing stories of all t ime.
The famous Anchorman exhibit
features props and costumes from
the 2004 film, and the interactive
galleries challenge visitors to
create a front page, present a news
story in front of the camera and
decide upon some of the most
controversial reporting decisions
in history.
Yet the reason I found Newseum
so incredible was not because of its
endless, expansive and informative

galleries, but because the entire
spectacle was, in effect, a moving
tribute to the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution.
The First Amendment prohibits
the making of laws that breach
freedom of religion, freedom of
the press, freedom of speech, the
right to petition and the right
to peaceful protest. Newseum’s
devotion to these rights is made
clear before visitors even walk
through the door, as the words
of the amendment are car ved
into the building itself, next to
an enormous banner that reads,
“NEWSEUM CELEBR ATES
FREEDOM.”
Having studied various aspects
of American history a year abroad,
I have learned
predominant ly
a b o u t t h e 13t h ,
14 t h , 1 5 t h a n d
19th amendments
that famously
opened t he gates
of demo c r ac y to
millions of citizens
Evelyn
on the grounds of
Robinson
Third-year
race a nd gender.
English and
Much less attention
history student
has been paid to the
importance of the
First Amendment, which can be
taken for granted on a daily basis
in the modern Western world.
As I walked around Newseum,
I came across a world map that
d isplayed t he propor t ion of
countries that practice the right to
free press, those that are partially
free and those that are completely
censored. I was immediately struck
by the utter mass of countries
labeled red and yellow, unlike the
green that colored in Western
countries.

In the split second it took to
cast my eyes over this map, I was
reminded how comparatively lucky
the Western world is to have the
right to free press.
In light of recent global news,
affect ing test imonies to such
rights could not be more topical.
The Pussy Riot protests in Russia,
North Korea’s crimes against
humanity report, ongoing turmoil
in Syria and Russia’s dark assault
against Ukraine show us how even
in 2014, natural human rights are
being engulfed by wicked tyranny.
Not only are millions of people
in the East subjected to violence
and oppression each day, but the
right of their countries to freely
communicate about such disasters
is censored.
By sharp contrast, I looked
around the gift shop later on and
smiled at a fridge magnet that
read, “Freedom is blogging in
your underwear.” Having the right
to express myself freely through
my blog and through newspaper
columns is part of my identity.
It gives me a voice, and a way to
interact with the world.
I could not imagine living in a
country that did not grant me this
right, something I have grown up
with and never had to consider
being eliminated.
Deciding what makes a story
newsworthy must be judged by the
concern of social urgency, human
r ight s a nd democrac y. Unt il
censorship has been eliminated,
journalists working with the right
to free press must celebrate, relish
and utilize the tenets of the First
Amendment in order to spread
awareness of people whose natural
human rights cont inue to be
repressed by despotism.

Squabbling among Columbia’s
leadership needs to end
As children, people are taught basic rules that
can apply to any age group: Don’t hit, clean up your
messes and share.
You learn these things and other similar edicts
because they all fall under the proverbial Golden
Rule, the cornerstone of polite society that seems
to be forgotten more and more often these days:
Treat others as you’d like to be treated.
The Columbia City Council members seem to
have tossed these rules out the window, according
to The State.
The story follows a pledge put forth by Mayor
Steve Benjamin, a tenet of which urged the
council members “to refrain from engaging in
name calling, insults, demeaning or inflammatory
remarks.”
That sounds an a lot like what we learned in
kindergarten.
The State cites the council elections of 2013
and the strong-mayor referendum that followed
as the start of these issues, but isn’t that what a
City Council is supposed to do? If they can’t get
through basic, necessary functions, what does it say
about the people Columbians have chosen to lead?
Councilman Moe Baddourah called Benjamin a
“bully,” and Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine
called Cameron Runyan a “rogue councilman.”
They haven’t descended into exchanging physical
blows yet, but that doesn’t mean the “don’t hit” rule
can’t apply here — attacking someone with words
is just as bad, if not worse, especially in a situation
like this where the people in question are involved
in politics.
It would be all too easy for a future voter to do a
Google search on Runyan, and the words Devine
spat out in anger could come up. How damaging
might that be to his career?
For that matter, what is it going to look like to
constituents for their mayor to be called a “bully”?
The word has entirely negative connotations.
People aren’t going to be as likely to vote for
someone with name like that attached to him, even
if it was just said once.
We learn at a young age that our words have
consequences. Not only are these squabbles
potentially damaging to the individual council
members, they’re also frustrating for the people of
Columbia.
Surely, we deserve a City Council that can
actually get things done without fighting.
It seems like everyone just needs a timeout. Or
maybe a nap.
— Brianne Garbutt, third-year journalism student

WHAT’S YOUR TAKE?
Do you want your opinion voiced
in The Daily Gamecock? Interested
in writing a letter to the editor
or a regular column? Contact
viewpoints@dailygamecock.com
for more information.

CONTACT INFORMATION

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p age i s to st i mu l ate
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community. All published
authors are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Letters must be
200 to 300 words in length and include
the author’s name, year in school and

Council needs lesson in
elementary etiquette

area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
columns. Columnists should keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock and
must conform to the legal standards of
USC Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock,
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com
and we will print the correction in our next issue.
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SC serving up gourmet vegan cuisine

Harrison Cahill / USC School of Journalism

The Good Life Café is open Monday through Sunday for lunch and dinner, featuring menu items like spring rolls and full eggplant bacon wraps.

More fresh, healthy eateries
that support dietary restrictions
opening throughout state
Sarah Ellis

USC SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

Where’s the beef? Almost anywhere, really.
The real question is: Where can you go in South
Carolina to find meatless eats? One of the answers is
a small but growing number of restaurants across the
state serving 100 percent vegan cuisine.
Sharon Wright hasn’t eaten meat in 23 years.
She gave it up “overn ight,” she said, af ter
watching her grandfather suffer from colon cancer.

She adopted a macrobiotic diet, which relies on
grains as the dietary staple and avoids most animal
products. In the past 12 years, she’s transitioned to a
completely meat-free, dairy-free, sugar-free, nearly
completely raw style of eating.
She’s never once considered going back to eating
meat and processed foods.
“That was never an option. I’m all or nothing,”
Wright said. “The energy level went out the roof. I
lost about 30 pounds. It was just incredible how good
I felt. I ran marathons. I had all this energy.”
Three years ago, she and two business partners
opened the Good Life Café in West Columbia,
serving raw vegan food and cold-pressed juices.
And celebrating the success of their vegan venture,
the trio opened a second location in downtown

Columbia earlier this month.
There are at least seven restaurants in South
Carolina serving strictly vegan food — that is, food
completely free of animal products — and all have
opened within the past eight years, including at least
four in just the past year.
From LifeIt Café in Greenville to Urban Vegan
Café in Hilton Head, which both opened in 2013,
the vegan dining trend is spreading from one corner
of the state to the other.
Caroline Brennan and her husband opened
The Sprout organic café and juice bar in Mount
Pleasant about seven years ago. As the only all-vegan
restaurant in the Charleston area, Brennan said, The
VEGAN • 6

Perry film proves predictable, bland
‘The Single Moms Club’ makes
for unfunny, monotnous story
Jonathan Winchell

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“The Single Moms Club”
NOW IN THEATERS

Director: Tyler Perry
Starring: Nia Long, Wendi
McLendon-Covey, Amy
Smart
Rating: PG-13 for some
sexual material and thematic
elements
Tyler Perry has released one or two
theatrical films a year since 2005’s
“Diary of a Mad Black Woman.” “The
Single Moms Club” is his 16th feature.
While this comedy-drama is not as
soul-crushingly unfunny and dreadful
as a Madea film, it is nonetheless weak,
an overly earnest soap on the level of a
Lifetime movie.
Five single mothers are brought
together for a parent-teacher conference
when their children are caught smoking
and spraying graffiti outside their prep
school.
May works at a newspaper and has a
manuscript that Jan (Wendi McLendonCovey, “Bridesmaids”) will not publish.
Jan is a single mother by choice; her
daughter was born using a donor. She
works long hours at a law firm and has
fought for years to be a partner in the
firm. The all-male leaders question
whether she can handle the job being a

Courtesy of Lionsgate

Tyler Perry’s “Single Moms Club” includes characters and jokes similar to his 15 past feature films, but it lacks Madea.
single mother.
Hillary (Amy Smart, “Road Trip”) is
going through a messy divorce and is at
risk of losing child support and alimony.
Esperanza (Zulay Henao, Tyler Perry’s
TV series “Love Thy Neighbor”) lived
a wealthy lifestyle until she and her
husband split up. He will not allow her

to stay in his house with another man.
What a coincidence, she is dating a hot
Latino hunk.
Ly tia (Cocoa Brown, “Lakeview
Terrace”) struggles the most financially,
working at a Waffle House and trying to
keep her young son from the fate of her
two older sons: prison.

In order to remain in good standing
with the school, the mothers must unite
and create a fundraiser for the school.
The principal is a whiny, inexplicably
nervous character who was seemingly
dropped in from a sketch show. The
PERRY • 6
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PERRY • Continued from 5
principal of a prep school would not be
such a broad character.
T he on ly ex pla nat ion for her
behavior appears to be that she does
not want to draw attention to the fact
that two of the mothers are AfricanAmerican and one is a Latina. She
has no justification for treading so
carefully around the mothers. It makes
her appear as though she is trying extra
hard to not come across as racist or
insensitive. It is just one of many scenes
in the film in which characters act or
talk in unrealistic or didactic ways.
I n one scene, Esperanza takes
her daughter to a restaurant for
her birthday part y and meets her
husband, who is smoking a cigar. He is
constantly undermining her authority
and parenting. When she tells him that
their daughter was caught smoking
after school, he shrugs it off and says
that she was just having fun. What
parent would say such a thing? His
preteen daughter is caught smoking,
but she was just having carefree fun.
The men in the film are either

cigar-chomping villains who avoid the
responsibility of helping take care of
their growing children, or they are hot,
wonderful specimens of their sex who
are perfect partners for the ladies.
The children also have strained
dialogue and suffer from Annoying
Movie Children Syndrome. They are
wide-eyed kids who talk as if they are
acting.
May, played by Nia Long (“The Best
Man Holiday”), is the most compelling
character in the film because she has
moments of genuine emotion. There
are brief stretches where one suddenly
realizes t hat t he f ilm is act ually
compelling and not contrived. Then
some obnoxious comedy or labored
dramatic tension comes crashing in and
ruins those glimmers of goodness.
Perry has a fan base, and this film
will not likely change the opinions
of his followers. His work is lazy
and bland or, at worst, offensive and
painfully unfunny.
“The Single Moms Club” is tolerable,
thanks in part to the absence of Madea.
Be grateful for that at least.
DG
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Sprout has a steady base of regular
customers, and business has been on
the rise in the past few years.
She credits the rise in vegan cuisine’s
popularity to the fact that people are
more aware of the benefits of eating
unprocessed, nutrient-packed foods.
“People really know a lot more,”
Brennan said. “I think you get clarity
and a good sense of energy. You don’t
get tired after eating. On an energetic
level, because it’s a kind food choice,
there’s no harm taking place in the
food that you’re eating.
“Its energy is good and pure, and
you just feel good. It’s a feel-good
food.”
The Sprout ser ves a variet y of
burritos, tacos, sandwiches, salads and
soups, as well as smoothies, juices and
coffees. Everything is made in-house,
and nothing is cooked by a fryer or
oven, Brennan said.
While The Sprout offers some raw
food options, Good Life Café is rare in
that its locations serve only raw foods.
The benefit of not cooking foods is
that all of their nutritional values are
kept intact, Wright said.

“When you cook food, you destroy
t he nut r ient s. You’re k ill i ng t he
enzymes,” she said. “When you eat
raw food, you’re getting all those
nutrients. All those enzymes go into
your body, and you start processing it.
Your body utilizes that food and then
eliminates it.”
Wr i g h t c o n s i d e r s h e r m e n u
“gourmet raw” cuisine. It includes
items such as the almond butter bacon
sandwich, which features dehydrated
eggplant “bacon” and maple syrup, and
lasagna made with layers of zucchini
noodles, cashew cheese, sundried
tomato sauce and pesto basil.
Wright said she believes people will
continue to become more interested in
taking charge of their own health and
gravitate toward the vegan lifestyle.
“To me, it’s all about prevention,”
she said, referring to diseases that
cou ld be avoided w it h a hea lt hy
lifestyle. “You can control cancer. You
can control diabetes. You can control
heart disease. You can control weight.
I don’t want to have those issues. I do
what I do for prevention.”
DG

Check out our fashion blog:

boots & bows
on dailygamecock.com

Summer at Carolina

On Your Time
•
•
•
•
•

Master a language
Travel the globe
Boost your GPA
Enhance your resume
Get ahead

Registration opens April 14
summer.sc.edu
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EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOUSING

Sodexo at THE NATIONAL
ADVOCACY CENTER is now
accepting applications for a
Part-time Front Desk Clerk.
Qualified applicants must
be able to work a flexible
schedule, including some
weekends. Most holidays off!
No phone call please!
Apply in person.
Pick up Applications MonThurs
8:30 Am-1:30 Pm
Sodexo Campus Services
National Advocacy Center
1600 Hampton Street
Hampton Street Cafe
(USC) Columbia, SC 29201
No phone calls please!
apply in person. All applicants
must be able to pass a
background check and drug
test!!
Sodexo is an EEO/AA/
Minority/Female/Disability/
Veteran employer
If student please attach class
schedule and must be able to
work summer as well.

NOW HIRING & TRAINING
SWIMMING INSTRUCTORS!
Pay starts @ $10.25 per hour.
Free Training and Certification.
Email your current availability
or
class schedule and any
qualifications you may have to
Jim Reiser at
jreiser@swimprofessor.com
Email jreiser@swimprofessor.
com

STORE CLERK
PEOPLES PAWN SHOP
INC SEEKING PART TIME
YOUNG PERSON, WILL
WORK AROUND CLASS
SCHEDULE, MUST BE ABLE
TO LIFT HEAVY OBJECTS,
WELL GROOMED, HONEST,
RELIABLE, ABLE TO PASS
CRIMINAL BACKGROUND
CHECK, APPLY IN PERSON
MON THRU FRI. 9AM TO 2PM
SEE JON 1324 ASSEMBLY
ST, COLA 803-256-1888

Business Experience
Fast paced downtown
Columbia physician practice
has openings for those
individuals graduating in
May and desiring to work
for at least a year before
attending graduate school.
Only those with high GPA,
superior work ethic and high
energy should apply. These
positions will help you gain
valuable business knowledge
in the medical field. Email
resume with date you could
begin working to: ndurand@
physicianservicessc.com

2 Bedroom 2 bath Condo on
Greene Street
Oversize condo for 2 at
Place On The Greene. All
appliances including washer
and dryer. Great view. Walking
distance to USC, Chik-fil-a,
Starbucks, groceries. Secure
keyed entry and covered
parking. Cute kitchen and
large bathrooms. Lease starts
first week of August. Call or
text Mike @ 413-2516. Nice
place to live.

DOING IT DAILY
DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Email peoples9@bellsouth.net

PHD • JORGE CHAM

Email adzonni@aol.com

THE SCENE
TODAY
MY BETTER HALF / HEAD
NORTH /
MELATIONINS
9 p.m., $5 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.
STAND UP COMEDY FEATURE
— BEN KRONBERG
8 p.m., $5, Red Door
Tavern, 134 1/2 State St.

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

You reap the benefit of
the seeds you’ve sown.
Share results. You can
take new ground today
and tomorrow. You see
a new, more practical
direct ion. Travel and
exploration suits you fine.
Go forth and discover.

Maintain self-control as
you dive full speed ahead
into a new passion. Stick
to you r rout i ne a nd
handle chores. You’re
attractive, and attracted,
today a nd tomor row.
Make time for fun and
games. Play with kids.

Personal matters require
your attention. Go with
love. The nex t t wo
day s a re pret t y good
for travel. Expand your
inf luence. Accept a
challenge if it pays well.
Set long-range goals, and
consider your passions.

You’ve got the energy to
go wherever you need.
Toget her, you a nd a
partner build a strong
foundation. Sort through
your treasures. Follow
your gut instincts. Check
the data, too. A theory
gets challenged.

Home and family take
center stage now. Others
are pleased with your
work . Me a s u re you r
prog ress as you go.
Make copies of records
for your files. Reconsider
priorities. Thrifty habits
make more possible. The
power’s on.

Revise your plans. Your
dreams ca n inspire a
change for the better.
Assume authority, with
no strings attached. Set
personal goals. You have
plenty of energy, and a
friend has experience
you lack. Take notes.

Taurus

Gemini

Rely on your partners
over the next two days.
Comprom ise is t he
magic element. There’s
a financial opportunity
calling. Work together
for some intensity that
forwards the action. Join
your energies. Call in a
distant associate.

Virgo

Libra

SIMEON TWITTY / THE
DUNDER CHIEFS / JEREMY
SAKOVICH
8 p.m., $5 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

TOMORROW
THE WES COOK BAND
10 p.m., free
The Tin Roof, 1022 Senate St.

Capricorn

Aquarius

Cancer

Catch up on reading,
a nd do t he resea rch.
Prov ide infor mat ion.
A n e w a s s i g n m e nt ’s
coming. Show the team
you r appreciat ion.
You’re gaining respect as
well as income. Get the
lesson the group wants
to teach you.

Celebrate your
accomplishments today
a nd tomor row w it h
friends. Reconnect with
someone you haven’t
seen in a while. You’re
learning, with practice,
useful new skills. Share
an intense or exciting
adventure with someone
you admire.

Formulate a practical plan
of action to address the
increased work coming
in, without sacrificing
health. Dig into a big job.
Sy nchronize watches.
Follow safety rules. Selfdiscipline is one of your
best weapons. Provide
excellent service.

Keep it respectful. The
next t wo days can get
qu ite prof itable. The
energy may get intense,
and your discipline could
get challenged. Use data
to your advantage. Keep
you r word. A ccept a
bonus. All is well.

Revert to an old strategy
for success. Keep t he
energ y h igh. A c cept
more responsibility, and
earn more money and
status. Ask for what you
were promised. Do your
chores before you go
play.

Scorpio

TOMORROW

Pisces

3/21/14
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For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

3/21/14

ACROSS
1 Organic fuel
5 Beggar’s returns
9 Out-and-out
14 Soprano Gluck
15 Tree nursery?
16 Winnebagos’ kin
17 *Vaudeville
headliner
19 Actress Kelly
20 Anaheim team, to
fans
21 Splotch
23 Fishing gear
24 *Count Basie’s
theme song
28 Garment border
29 Michael of
“Caddyshack”
32 Marbles
competition
36 Get out in the
open
38 Singsong
syllables
39 *Too-small
quantity
43 Open mic
performer, often
44 Bruins legend
45 “My love __ a
fever, longing
still”:
Shakespeare
46 Deeply rooted
48 Gandalf portrayer
McKellen
50 *1959 Monroe
classic
57 “Go team!”
59 Well out of range
60 It may be
captioned
61 Hoover rival
63 What many
sports cars lack,
and, in a way,
what the ends of
the starred
answers are
66 Bench clearer
67 Pitcher Pettitte
with a record 19
post-season wins
68 Out of the cage
69 Less hardylooking
70 Early Iranian
71 “America’s Next
Top Model” host
Banks

DOWN
1 Logical start?

2 Online mortgage
broker
3 More than enough
4 It’s not done
5 “State of Wonder”
novelist Patchett
6 Country expanse
7 “A Fuller Spectrum
of News” network
8 Bit of rhubarb
9 Middle of
nowhere,
metaphorically
10 Hugs,
symbolically
11 Cult classic of
1990s TV
12 It passes between
Swiss banks
13 Would-be One
L’s hurdle
18 Author Sholem
22 Eye of el tigre
25 Tilt
26 Fail to mention
27 Overseas thanks
30 Lab coat speck?
31 Chow
32 Year Elizabeth I
delivered her
“Golden Speech”
33 Caddie’s
suggestion
34 Jaw-dropping
news

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

35 Veep before
Gerald
37 Letter after pi
40 Motel
convenience
41 “Gymnopédies”
composer Satie
42 Scot’s bluff
47 Dict. offering
49 Small bites
51 NFLer until 1994
52 Castle with many
steps?
53 Museum
concern
54 White with age

55 Weasel-like
swimmer
56 Where captains
go
57 Frolic
58 Field of expertise
62 GPAreducer,
usually
64 Put in
65 Deli choice
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Gamecocks travel to Kentucky
Schrock to at least play
designated hitter in series
Danny Garrison

DGARRISON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Coach Chad Holbrook said the South Carolina pitching staff will have its hands full against Kentucky. The Gamecocks own the lowest ERA in the country with a 3.16 mark.

A

fter defending its No. 1 ranking with a series
victory over Ole Miss last weekend, the South
Carolina baseball team will play its first
conference series on the road this weekend.
The Gamecocks (18-1, 2-1 SEC) are set to face
Kentucky in a three-game set beginning on Friday.
“Well it’s our first road SEC series, traveling to
a place where historically — at least since I’ve been
here — we haven’t necessarily played that well,” coach
Chad Holbrook said. “Kentucky’s been pretty darn
good, and they’re good again.”
The Wildcats have compiled a 15-6 record, but
they haven’t been entirely consistent in the process.
In Kentucky’s first game of the season, it toppled
then-No. 1 Virginia in convincing fashion. But in the
Wildcats’ last series, they lost two out of three to an
unranked Alabama team, pushing them out of the top
25 in the Baseball America poll. They had been No.
20.
Despite its up-and-down performance, Kentucky
still boasts one of the most powerful offenses in
collegiate baseball. The Wildcats lead the nation in
runs scored with 194, and they sit at eighth place in
both hits and home runs.
“You look at their line — offensively, it’s very scary,”

Holbrook said. “Our pitchers are going to have their
work cut out for them. They’re going to have to pitch
very, very well.”
Kentucky’s juggernaut offense is lead primarily
by two players, A.J. Reed and Austin Cousino, that
Holbrook thinks should be first team All-Americans.
Reed is tied for the most home runs in the nation
with nine, and he sits in second place for RBIs with 31,
while Cousino leads the country in hits with 38.
Statistically, however, there is no unit better
equipped to challenge the Wildcats’ firepower than
the South Carolina pitching staff.
The Gamecocks have the lowest earned run average
in the nation at 3.16, and they lead the country with
nine shutouts.
While South Carolina tries to account for the
inevitable run production that Kentucky brings to the
table, Holbrook said his plan is to trust the offensive
lineup he’s been going with all season rather than
experiment with new orders.
“We’re 18-1. I’m not going to change things too
much,” Holbrook said.
On the injury front, the Gamecock training room
is still relatively empty, aside from a few nagging
ailments.

Sophomore Max Schrock was sidelined with an
ankle injury last weekend, but it didn’t seem to impact
him when he came in to hit a game-tying pinchhit home run game two of a doubleheader. While
Holbrook is still unsure about if Schrock will play in
the field this weekend, he says the second baseman
will at least play designated hitter.
Evan Beal, who has been recovering from a back
injury, was slated to see some action against the
Citadel on Tuesday before the game was postponed.
But the junior won’t take the mound against Kentucky
because of the importance of the in-conference series.
South Carolina currently holds the advantage
over the Wildcats, having swept them in last season’s
meeting in Columbia. But the last time the Gamecocks
made the trip to Lexington, Ky., they dropped all
three games in the series.
“It’s a very similar team to when we went up there
in 2012 and they swept us, and I’ve got a lot of guys on
that bus that experienced that,” Holbrook said. “And
hopefully, that experience gets their attention and
(they) know that we need to play well to win, because
Kentucky’s awfully good.”
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Track stars find their place in America
Europe natives Kanervo, Asselin
continue track career, academics
as freshmen at South Carolina
Jackson Filyo

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Collegiate track in the United States
gives host to a number of international
st udent s look i ng for a lter nat ive
culture, and a higher level of athletic
competition. The University of South
Carolina is no different, boasting an
extensive history of successful student
athletes born and raised on foreign soil.
Jussi Kanervo of Finland and Alexandre
Asselin of France, both freshmen, are
the latest to make the transition to the
United States by way of the Gamecocks.
Aside from the contrast in language
and culture, the relationship between
athletics and a college education in the
United States differs greatly from that
seen in their own European countries.
“In Europe it is not possible to get
a degree and participate in sports,”
Kanervo said. “[In Europe] People who
do track do not go to school.”
T h is u n ique combi nat ion of
education and athletics provided by
the American education system can
be intimidating to athletes raised in a
different culture. Serving as a primary
topic in recruiting discussions with
international athletes, head coach
Curtis Frye knew the importance of
making them feel comfortable with the
university.
A sselin spoke of the stereot y pe
American collegiate athletics face when
discussed in other countries. He was
discouraged by high school coaches to
come to America, telling him that he
would not progress, and that “College
[in the United States] destroys athletes,”
and that he would be no different.
“We had to sell them on the fact

Courtesy of Athletics Media Relations

Alexandre Asselin said collegiate competition matches the best France has to offer.
that they could do both education and
athletics,” Frye said. “The American
system is very unique, but they have
handled it quite well. They are both
very bright students.”
Both Kanervo and Asselin knew
t he c h a l len g e s t he y wou ld f ac e
adopt ing a life in a new countr y.
Asselin acknowledged that the level

of independence was far greater in the
United States than in France, where the
majority of his work was done in the
classroom.
Kanervo feels he has overcome many
of the educational challenges quickly;
however, he has been slower to adjust to
some other aspects.
“Sometimes you get really frustrated

using the dictionary all the time,” he
said.
Both recognized that the support
they have received from the South
Carolina community has made their
transition much smoother. Anxious
of being looked down upon as an
international student, Kanervo noted
that his immediate acceptance in the
community was a pleasant surprise.
Adjust ing mag nif icent ly to t he
A mer ic a n c l a s s r o om a nd s o c i a l
environment according to their coach,
Kanervo and Asselin were left with only
track to overcome successfully.
Kanervo and Asselin knew that they
were stepping into a higher level of
competition, but both admitted to being
surprised by the talent differential seen
between Europe and the United States.
“The level of competition in the SEC
is the same as the [national competition]
in France,” Asselin said. “When you are
one of the best in America you are one
of the best in the world.”
Not back i ng dow n f rom t he
challenge, both athletes acknowledged
that they enjoy the competition and
have been made better by it.
“It’s what makes America great,”
Asselin said. “The competition.”
Kanervo and Asselin both wish to
continue learning the English language
and eventually earn their degrees.
Asselin said he loves South Carolina,
and knows he is in the right place, but
was unwilling to commit to life in
American beyond college. Kanervo,
on the other hand, feels he has found a
home and is looking forward to life in
America post-graduation.
“I always had a dream to come to
America,” Kanervo said. “And this is
the best opportunity for me to fulfill
that dream.”
DG

